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Hiking Buddies UK -Hiking Essentials Kit 

Guide 

Introduction 

Whether you're hiking through the UK’s rolling hills, tackling challenging winter conditions, 

or exploring remote landscapes overseas, being prepared is key to enjoying a safe and 

successful hike. This Hiking Essentials Kit Guide is designed to help you pack efficiently 

for any adventure, providing you with summer, winter, and overseas hiking kit lists. With the 

right gear, you can ensure comfort, safety, and peace of mind, allowing you to fully enjoy 

your hiking experience. 

Summer Hiking Kit List 

When hiking in the UK during the warmer months, you’ll want to pack lightweight and 

breathable gear to keep you comfortable as temperatures rise. The summer hiking kit list is 

designed to keep you hydrated, protected from the sun, and prepared for unexpected weather 

changes. 

Essential Summer Hiking Kit: 

• Footwear: Lightweight, breathable hiking boots or trail shoes 

• Clothing: Moisture-wicking base layers, lightweight long-sleeve shirt, and hiking 

trousers/shorts 

• Hat: Wide-brimmed hat or cap for sun protection 

• Sunscreen: High SPF sunscreen (for face and exposed areas) 

• Water: Hydration system (water bottles or hydration pack) 

• Snacks: Energy bars, trail mix, or other light snacks 

• Navigation: Map, compass, or GPS 

• Rain Gear: Lightweight waterproof jacket (packable) 

• First Aid: Basic first aid kit (plasters, antiseptic wipes, etc.) 

• Insect Repellent: For protection against midges or mosquitoes 

• Gloves: Lightweight gloves for cooler mornings/evenings 

• Torch/Headlamp: Compact, lightweight torch or headlamp with spare batteries 

• Personal Items: ID, mobile phone in a waterproof case, multi-tool or knife 

Winter Hiking Kit List 

Winter hiking brings a different set of challenges. Cold weather, potential snow, and shorter 

days mean you'll need to pack gear that ensures warmth, dryness, and visibility. Layering is 

crucial, and having the right gear to navigate icy or snowy terrain is essential. 

Essential Winter Hiking Kit: 

• Footwear: Insulated, waterproof boots with good grip for icy conditions 

• Clothing: Warm, moisture-wicking base layers, fleece or insulated mid-layer, 

waterproof outer layer (jacket and trousers) 

• Hat: Insulated hat or beanie to retain heat 
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• Gloves: Insulated gloves (liner gloves for dexterity, outer gloves for warmth) 

• Waterproofs: High-quality waterproof jacket and trousers (windproof too) 

• Layering: Avoid cotton; pack extra layers for warmth 

• Water: Insulated water bottles or hydration pack (prevent freezing) 

• Navigation: Map, compass, or GPS (important in poor visibility) 

• Headlamp: With spare batteries (early sunset) 

• Crampons/Ice Axe: If walking on icy or snow-covered terrain 

• Emergency Shelter: Lightweight emergency bivvy bag or survival shelter 

• First Aid: Winter-specific kit (including blister prevention) 

• Sunscreen & Lip Balm: Windburn and sunburn are still risks in winter 

Overseas Hiking Kit List 

When hiking overseas, your kit may vary depending on the region, climate, and terrain. 

Whether you're trekking through tropical rainforests, desert landscapes, or alpine 

environments, it's important to tailor your packing list to the local conditions. 

Essential Overseas Hiking Kit: 

• Footwear: Breathable, lightweight hiking shoes or boots for warmer climates, or 

boots for rugged terrain in mountainous regions 

• Clothing: Lightweight, moisture-wicking clothing suitable for the environment (avoid 

cotton), sun-protective clothes if hiking in tropical areas 

• Sunscreen: High SPF, water-resistant sunscreen for protection in intense sun 

• Insect Repellent: Particularly important in tropical or forested areas with mosquitoes 

• Water: Hydration system (portable water bottles or hydration pack); consider water 

purification tablets or filter if hiking in remote areas 

• Snacks: Lightweight, high-energy snacks suitable for the environment 

• Rain Gear: Lightweight, compact rain jacket (especially if heading to humid or 

tropical areas) 

• Navigation: Map, compass, or GPS (check for local-specific maps for accuracy) 

• First Aid: Comprehensive first aid kit (including altitude sickness medication if 

hiking at high altitudes) 

• Torch/Headlamp: With extra batteries, particularly if in remote or less-developed 

areas 

• Personal Items: Passport, travel insurance, emergency contact info, and power bank 

for devices 

• Camera/Phone: For capturing memories and staying connected in case of emergency 

 

Summary 

By packing the appropriate gear based on the conditions you’ll face, you can stay 

comfortable, navigate with confidence, and be ready for any challenges that come your way. 

Use this guide to ensure you’ve got all the essentials packed for your next hike. 


